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Mao Zedong
	A person who displays integrity is a person who has “firm adherence to a code of especially moral or artistic values” (“Integrity”).  Therefore, while others may not agree with the belief system, a person can show integrity by showing great dedication to what he or she believes to be morally right.  Mao Zedong, leader of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) from 1935 to 1976, believed that the military and political policies of the CCP were necessary to the unification and prosperity of the Chinese people (Slavicek 11).  Although many in the Western world found Mao’s policies on par with the atrocities committed by Hitler and Stalin, within China he is viewed as a flawed leader who was nevertheless responsible for making a unified China prominent among the world powers (Darity).  Despite his controversial policies, Mao’s dedication to communism as a means of bettering the lives of the Chinese makes him a person of integrity.  
	Mao’s early adulthood was greatly influenced by the writings of Karl Marx, particularly The Communist Manifesto (Slavicek 25).  In 1911, centuries of imperial rule in China were overthrown during the Republican Revolution (21), and the revolution leaders tried to install a western democratic system (22).  Mao fought for the revolutionaries during this period, as he believed that China needed to regain its waning strength and pride as a nation (20).  However, the subsequent democratic elections did not bring the national unification that Mao wished to see.  Rather, by 1918 the central government of China, located in Beijing, had little authority in the country, and many Chinese provinces were being ruled by warlords using privately funded armies (23).  Thus, Mao grew up in an atmosphere where weak imperial rule led to an eroding of nationalism, and western democracy failed to restore China’s national pride and prosperity.  By 1921, he was ready to embrace a new political ideology, and helped found the Chinese Communist Party (27).  Mao saw communism as a means of achieving a unified government that would bring China into the modern era (25), and now looked for an opportunity to convince the rest of the country of his vision and wrest control from the powerful warlords overrunning the provinces (27).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mao, being a practical leader (Darity), believed that the vast peasantry of China could be mobilized towards nationalism and revolution (Slavicek 31; Pong).  This was in contrast to Marxist philosophy, which viewed peasants as an unreliable source of power, and consequently went against the views of the CCP leadership in 1927 (Slavicek 31; Darity).  Mao was able to successfully mobilize an army from the Chinese peansantry, and, using guerilla tactics, militarily defeat larger, more heavily armed forces.  Mao observed that political power in China “is obtained from the barrel of the gun” (as cited in Slavicek 33), and that any hope of unifying China would have to be accomplished through military victory (33).  
Despite this reliance on military power, there is evidence that Mao was concerned for the welfare of the Chinese populace.  As a military leader, Mao expected his soldiers to live by the “Eight Points of Behaivior” (Slavicek 37), a set of guidelines by which soldiers were to treat civilians equitably.  These guidelines were intended to prevent the rape, theft, and inhumane treatment of the civilians at the hands of Mao’s army.  Soldiers in breach of the guidelines were to be shot on the spot (37).  This was a radical departure from previous military powers in China, which typically abused the peasantry (37).  In this way, Mao demonstrated a commitment to ethical concern for the welfare of the greater populace achieved at the expense of individual liberty, a common viewpoint in communist philosophy. While one may not agree with this position, Mao’s dedication to this belief does meet the definition of integrity.  
Once installed as the leader of China, Mao would go on to engineer one of the greatest atrocities in human history, costing the lives of upwards of 30 million Chinese peasants, with the Great Leap Forward, Mao’s failed program for Chinese economic growth (Slavicek 89;  Darity).  Mao believed that by harvesting the power of China’s immense population, vast gains could be made in industry and agriculture (Slavicek 86).  To accomplish this goal, he made private ownership of land illegal, and relocated millions of Chinese peasants into state-owned communes.  Families units were broken up, with peasants, male and female, being assigned to communal living areas and work teams (Slavicek 86).  Mao was convinced that transforming China socially would bring about massive economic growth in industry that would lead China into the modern age, and bring about prosperity for the Chinese people (Pong).  Unfortunately, Mao clung to this belief so thoroughly that he went to great lengths to silence critics of the plan (Slavicek 87), even when presented with ample evidence that the policy was achieving opposite results to those he desired (89).  When famine struck in 1960, the struggling agricultural industry could not grow enough food to feed to population, resulting in the deaths of millions (Slavicek 89; Darity).  Although tragedy was the result of his belief, Mao did adhere to his belief system in what he thought was an action that would benefit his entire country.  In this way, he does meet the definition of a person with integrity.
Mao Zedong is a controversial historical figure.  Despite the horrors associated with his rule, his ideology is still influential (Pong), and there is little doubt that he was “driven by genuine visions of social transformation and national greatness” (Darity).  Although pride and unchecked power led him to commit human rights atrocities, he consistently acted in accordance with his beliefs towards a vision of prosperity for China.  His uncompromising stance that communist ideology would bring about a better society show him to be a person of integrity.
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